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myself saw an elephant in Bartholomew Fair kneel down to take on his back the ingenious Mr William Pinkethman \
T.                                Your most humble Servant
No. 456.       Wednesday, August 13,1712        [STEELE
fie guo libelli in celeberrimis locis proponuntur, 7iuic ne perire quidcm tacite conceditur.   TULL.
OTWAY, in his tragedy of Venice Preserved, has described the misery of a man whose effects are in the hands of the law with great spirit. The bitterness of being the scorn and laughter of base minds, the anguish of being insulted by men hardened beyond the sense of shame or pity, and the injury of a man's fortune being wasted, under pretence of justice, are excellently aggravated in the following speech of Pierre to 'Jamer 2 :
I passed this very moment by the doors,
And found them guarded by a troop of villains,
The sons of public rapine were destroying.
They told me by the sentence of the law,
They had commission to seize all thy fortune:
Nay more, Priuli's cruel hand had signed it.
Here stood a ruffian with a horrid face,
Lording it o'er a pile of massy plate,
Tumbled into a heap for public sale.
There was another making villainous jests
At thy undoing : he had ta'en possession
Of all thy ancient most domestic ornaments ;
Bich hangings intermixed and wrought with gold ;
The very bed, which on thy wedding night
Received thee to the arms of Belvidera,
The scene of all thy joys, was violated
By the coarse hands of filthy dungeon villains,
And thrown amongst the common lumber.
Nothing indeed can be more unhappy than the condition of bankruptcy. The calamity which happens to us by ill fortune, or by the injury of others, has in it some consolation; but what arises from our own misbehaviour or error is the state of the most i See No. 31.                            2 Act i, sc. 2.